
The Key Stage 2 English curriculum is assessed in terms of reading, SPAG (spelling, 

punctuation and grammar) and writing.  Each of these areas are assessed against the Key 

Stage 2 criteria for ‘At the age-related standard’ and ‘Working at greater depth within the 

age-related standard’.  Please see below for the areas assessed for these areas. 

 

Writing 

Working at the age-related standard 

Sentence Structure and Punctuation:  Pupils can 

Plan writing by identifying the audience and purpose of the writing 

Use passive verbs to effect the presentation of information in a sentence  

Use modal verbs to express degrees of certainty 

Recognise vocabulary and structures which are appropriate for formal speech and writing, 

including subjunctive forms  

Use inverted commas for direct speech, quotation or to draw attention  

Use commas for clarity 

Can use punctuation for parenthesis mostly accurately 

Use of the semi-colon and dash  

Use of the colon to introduce a list and semi-colons within lists. 

Punctuation of bullet points to list information. 

Use hyphens to avoid ambiguity  

Use a wide range of subordinating connectives  

Can intermingle a variety of types of sentences 

Working at greater depth:  As above and 

Using the full range of punctuation taught at KS2 (including colons and semi-colons to mark 

the boundary between independent clauses) mostly accurately. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Text structure and organisation:  Pupils can 

Draft and write by selecting the appropriate grammar and vocabulary, understanding how 

such choices can change and enhance meaning. 

Can write for a range of purposes and audiences.  

In narratives, describe settings, characters and atmosphere and integrate dialogue.  

In non-fiction, display writing in a formal style where appropriate and a secure grasp of the 

chosen format. 

Use imaginative vocabulary. 

In narrative writing, use varied stylistic features to support purpose and effect. 

Be able to précis longer passages for a purpose 

Working at greater depth:  As above and 

Can manage shift between levels of formality through selecting vocabulary precisely and by 

manipulating grammatical structures. 

Select verb forms for effect 

 

Evaluate and Edit 

Assess the effectiveness of own and others’ writing. 

Propose changes to vocabulary, grammar and punctuation to enhance effects and clarify 

meaning. 

Ensure the consistent and correct use of tense throughout a piece of writing. 

Ensure correct subject and verb agreement. 

Proof-read for spelling and punctuation errors. 

Perform own compositions, using appropriate intonation, volume and movement so that 

meaning is clear. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Handwriting and Spelling 

Write legibly, fluently and with increasing speed by choosing which shape of a letter to use 

when given choices and deciding whether or not to join letters. 

Spell some words with ‘silent’ letters. 

Continue to distinguish between homophones and other words which are often confused. 

Use knowledge of morphology and etymology in spelling and understand that the spelling of 

some words needs to be learnt specifically. 

Be able to spell most words on the Y5/6 statutory word list. 

Use dictionaries to check the spelling and meaning of words. 

Use the first three of four letters of a word to check spelling, meaning or both of these in a 

dictionary. 

Use a thesaurus. 

Know and use the difference between vocabulary suited to formal/informal speech 

appropriately. 

Understand how words are related by meaning as synonyms and antonyms. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Reading:  In order to be at the national standard pupils: 

Can clearly identify, retrieve and summarise relevant points and key ideas from different 

points in a text and across a range of texts. 

Can use quotations and text references to support ideas and arguments. 

Predict what might happen from details stated and implied. 

Can combine information from different reading sources with increasing precision to produce 

meaningful information. 

Check that a text makes sense, discussing understanding and exploring the meaning of words 

in context and asking questions to improve understanding. 

Can infer and deduce messages, moods, feelings and attitudes and reference ideas in the 

text. 

Can securely make deductions firmly rooted in the evidence in the text. 

Can identify the different layers of meaning, themes and conventions in a text making 

comparisons within and across books. 

Can evaluate relationships between characters. 

Is beginning to unpick and evaluate the details of different layers of meaning in texts. 

Can reflect on the wider consequences or significance of information, ideas or events in the 

text as a whole. 

Can discuss how inferences may differ depending upon the experiences of the reader. 

Can give detailed insight into how the structural choices support the writer’s theme or 

purpose. 

Can discuss the range of organisational features used and how they contribute to the overall 

effect of the text. 

Can explain in detail how the author has used different language features (including 

figurative language) and consider its impact on the reader. 

Can identify and discuss the use of irony and comment on the writer’s intention. 

Can clearly identify, explain & evidence writer’s viewpoint and the treatment of different 

characters (eg heroes, villains) inferring feelings, motives, actions. 

Can clearly identify the effect the writing has on the reader, and begin to explain how this 

impact has been created. 

Can evaluate how messages, moods, feelings and attitudes are conveyed in poetry, prose and 

non-fiction, making reference to the text.   



Can discuss the purpose, audience and organisation of different fiction/non-fiction texts, 

evaluating their success.   

Increase familiarity with a wide range of fiction, poetry and plays. Learn a range of poetry 

by heart. 

Increase familiarity with a wide range of non-fiction. 

Preparing poems and plays to read aloud and to perform showing understanding through 

intonation, tone and volume. 

Participate in discussions, formal presentations and debate on books) building on their own 

and others’ ideas and challenging views courteously. Make recommendations on books that 

they have read giving reasons for their choice. 

 

Grammar 

Grammar is assessed in these areas: 

Grammatical Terms and Word Classes: 

 


