
Year 4 English Overview Spring 1 - 2017 
 

Week Unit Skills Big Writing 

1 Ice Palace by Robert Swindells 
Snow Queen by Hans Christian 
Anderson 
Narnia by CS Lewis 

READING STRAND 8: Can 
understand and explain 
character’s points of view. 
 
I can talk about and explain 
what characters are thinking, 
using clues from the text. 
 
I can put myself in a character’s 
‘shoes’ in order to begin to 
more fully understand how they 
are feeling at certain points in a 
story. 
 
READING STRAND 27: I can talk 
about how a character is 
portrayed by referring to 
action, description and 
dialogue. 
 
 

Big Writing: Write a diary entry 
from Ivan’s point of view. 

2 Ice Palace by Robert Swindells 
Snow Queen by Hans Christian 
Anderson 
Narnia by CS Lewis 

READING STRAND 20: I can talk 
about how writers use chapters 
to group related plot/action 
etc. together. 
 
WRITING: Develop plot by 
exploring alternative endings of 
issues related to a dilemma. 
 
WRITING: In narrative, create 
settings, characters and plot 
(using language selectively to 
describe settings effectively, 
create variety and add interest 
eg use the weather to create 
atmosphere) 
 
GRAMMAR: Use inverted 
commas and other punctuation 
to indicate direct speech. 

Big Writing: Retell and rewrite 
the ending of the story, Ice 
Palace. 

3 WRITING WEEK 
 
Ice Palace by Robert Swindells 
Snow Queen by Hans Christian 
Anderson 
Narnia by CS Lewis  

WRITING: Plan writing by 
discussing similar writing. 
 
WRITING: Plan stories in 
different ways e.g. story 
mapping. 
 
WRITING: In narrative, attempt 
paragraphs for a change in 
action, setting and time. 
 
WRITING: In narrative, create 
settings, characters and plot 
(using language selectively to 
describe settings effectively, 
create variety and add interest 

Big Writing: Write our own 
story set in an imaginary world 
in which a character goes on a 
journey. 



eg use the weather to create 
atmosphere) 
 
WRITING: Evaluate and edit by 
assessing the effectiveness of 
their own and others’ writing; 
suggest improvements (with a 
focus on style and effect eg 
assessing the relevance of verbs 
and adjectives). 
 
WRITING: Proof-read for 
spelling and punctuation errors 
(choosing nouns and pronouns 
appropriately for clarity and 
cohesion).  Refer to the Y4 
grammar curriculum when 
proof-reading. 

4 The Shang Dynasty 
 

READING STRAND 24: Find and 
talk about the main points we 
have read, making notes from 
the text. 
 
READING STRAND 2: Skim read 
a text to get the main idea. 
 
READING STRAND 2&15: Scan 
read a text to find answers to 
questions and locate 
information. 
 
READING STRAND 3: Use text 
marking to support my locating 
of information. 
 
READING STRAND 23: Begin to 
research, using several sources 
of information. 

None 

5 The Shang Dynasty READING STRAND 10: 
Recognise some different non-
fiction text types (e.g. 
instructions, explanations,  
persuasion). 
 
Identify differences in how 
language is used in some non-
fiction text types. 
 
Identify differences in how 
some non-fiction texts are 
structured. 
 
Identify some of the language 

features of different text types. 

WRITING: In non-narrative 

material, use simple 

organisational devices (eg 

headings and subheadings).  

The layout attempts to organise 

key ideas eg use of main and 

sub headings, separate closing 

Big Writing: Write a personal 
account in the role of a member 
of the Shang Dynasty.  



remarks.  Ideas are structured 

logically and writing is drawn to 

a conclusion. 

WRITING: Use language 
precisely and selectively related 
to text type (eg to persuade or 
convey information). 

6 WRITING WEEK 
The Shang Dynasty 

READING STRAND 10: 
Recognise some different non-
fiction text types (e.g. 
instructions, explanations,  
persuasion). 
 
Identify differences in how 
language is used in some non-
fiction text types. 
 
Identify differences in how 
some non-fiction texts are 
structured. 
 
WRITING: Use language linked 

precisely to the text type. 

WRITING: Use paragraphs to 

organise information around a 

theme. 

WRITING: In non-narrative 

material, use simple 

organisational devices (eg 

headings and subheadings).  

The layout attempts to organise 

key ideas eg use of main and 

sub headings, separate closing 

remarks.  Ideas are structured 

logically and writing is drawn to 

a conclusion. 

WRITING: Evaluate and edit by 
assessing the effectiveness of 
their own and others’ writing; 
suggest improvements (with a 
focus on style and effect eg 
assessing the relevance of verbs 
and adjectives). 
 
WRITING: Proof-read for 

spelling and punctuation errors 

(choosing nouns and pronouns 

appropriately for clarity and 

cohesion).  Refer to the Y4 

grammar curriculum when 

proof-reading. 

 

Big Writing: Non-chronological 
report about the Shang Dynasty 



7 Grammar and Rising Stars Test 
Week 

Grammar and Writing activities 
to suit the particular needs of 
pupils. 
 
Examples of Year 4 Spelling, 
Punctuation and Grammar 
Skills: 
- Frontal Adverbial Phrases 
- Conjunctions expressing time, 
place and cause. 
- Use of inverted commas to 
punctuate speech accurately. 
- Using was/were correctly for 
singular and plural nouns. 
 

None 

Weekly Big Reading linked to texts outlined above. 

 


