
Year 4 English Overview Autumn 2 - 2016 
 

Week Unit Skills Big Writing 

8 Little Mouse Big Book of Fears 
Emily Gravett 

Adverbial phrases 
Spelling 
Grammar 
Reading comprehension 
Inferring meaning from pictures 
Drama and role play 
The features of a letter 

None 

1 Little Mouse Big Book of Fears 
by Emily Gravatt 

Interrogate texts to deepen and 
clarify understanding and 
response. 

Use knowledge of word 
structures and origins to 
develop their understanding of 
word meanings (alphabetical 
order) 

Identify and summarise 
evidence from a text to support 
their thoughts on a text. 

Deduce character’s reasons for 
behaviour from their actions. 

Write a letter to Despereaux 
the brave mouse, asking him to 
help Little Mouse conquer his 
fear of water. 
 

2 Little Mouse Big Book of Fears 
by Emily Gravatt 

Interrogate texts to deepen and 
clarify understanding and 
response. 
 
Distinguish the differences 
between fact and opinion. 
  
Clarify meaning and point of 
view by using varied sentence 
structure (phrases, clauses and 
adverbials). 
 
Use commas to mark clauses. 
 
Organise text into paragraphs 
to distinguish between different 
information, events or 
processes. 
 
Use adverbs and conjunctions 
to establish cohesion within 
paragraphs. 
 

Write a recount of how Little 
Mouse overcame his fear of 
water. 

3 Little Mouse Big Book of Fears 
by Emily Gravatt 

Explore non-fiction text types to 
identify the main features of 
the writing style (chronological 
report writing) 
 
Identify key language and 
presentational features of 
newspapers. 
 
Use knowledge of different 
organisational features of texts 
to find information effectively. 

Write a newspaper article 
based on the story of Little 
Mouse and how he conquered 
his fear of water. 



 
Summarise and shape material 
and ideas from different 
sources to write convincing and 
informative non-narrative texts 
 
 
Develop and refine ideas in 
writing using planning and 
problem-solving strategies. 
 
Show imagination through 
language used to create 
emphasis and humour. 
 

4 Poetry: The Snake Song by J 
Patrick Lewis 

Performance poetry 
Repetition 
Up-levelling verbs 
Appropriate word choices 
(zones of relevance) 
Analysis of imagery 
Onomatopoeia 

Write an animal poem based on 
Snake Song. 

5 GRAMMAR WEEK 
 

DIFFERENTIATED GRAMMAR 
SKILLS TO FOCUS ON GAPS 
IDENTIFIED IN SPECIFIC SETS. 
 

Grammar activity week 

6 The Ice Palace by Robert 
Swindells 
The Lion, The Witch and the 
Wardrobe by CS Lewis 
The Snow Queen by Hans 
Christian Anderson 

Explain how writers use 
figurative and expressive 
language to create images and 
atmosphere. 
 
Explain how writers use 
figurative and expressive 
language to create images and 
atmosphere. 
 
Use knowledge of word 
structures and origins to 
develop their understanding of 
word meanings (comparative 
and superlative adjectives) 
 
Deduce characters’ reasons for 
behaviour from their actions. 
 

Write a character description of 
the Snow Queen using language 
developed across the week. 

7 ‘Christmas’ literacy activities: 
Mrs Christmas by Penny Ives 

Reading an interpreting a text 
Retelling stories as a comic strip 
Making predictions using clues 
in the text 
 

None 

Weekly Big Reading linked to texts outlined above. 

 


